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NURSES 


committee of 


HOURS OF HOS? TAL 

is interesting to note that the 
King Edward's Hospital Fund has sent to all 
receive grants a number of 


institutions that 
stions relating to the hours that 
ployed, and the number of times that their off- 


nurses are 
have been broken into This shows 
excellent determination of this fund, which 
has done so much for the efficiency and economy 
hospital management, to remedy any abuses 
that may exist in the treatment of the nursing 
stall. 


ty hours 


FOOD OF NURSES 
HE feeding of 
under discussion by the Halifax Guardians, 
an account of the matter is given in the 

ds Mercury. A disposition on the part of some 
of the members of the Board was shown towards 
cutting the existing dietary down and severely re- 
gulating its composition, and this mainly upon the 
ground that the sum expended each week for each 
nurse in the Infirmary on fish, fowl, and butcher’s 
meat exceeded that on the corresponding item in 
the case of the workhouse officials. Considering 
that the total sum authorised both by the Guar- 
dians themselves and by the Local Government 

Board to be spent each week on the food of each 

of the nursing staff does not appear to have been 

in any way exceeded, it is not clear why the 

Guardians should have expended their valuable 

time in discussing the items at all. Provided the 

matron manages to satisfy her staff, and to keep 
them in good health so far as food will contribute 
to that result, the precise way in which the 
authorised sum is spent should be left, as a rule, 
to herdiscretion. ‘‘ Comparisons,’’ as Mrs. Mala- 
prop truly remarked, ‘‘ are always odorous,’’ and 
it is scarcely necessary, perhaps, to deal with the 
lination shown at this meeting to consider 
ether the work of a workhouse nurse or of an 
nary workhouse official is the more exacting 
fice it to say that money and trouble expended 
the keeping up of an attractive table for nurses 
rarely be regarded as otherwise than well 
Food, as the Halifax matron seems to 
suggested, is cheaper than medicine, and 

1 the strongest nurses, apart from those who 

are worn and over-worked, and lack opportunity 
or energy for adequate outdoor exercise, often fail 
in appetite. In many cases, indeed. there is an 
undesirable lack of variety and far less daintiness 


THE 


nurses has recently come 





both in the choice and serving of meals, than 
might be secured by a little additional attention 
to a really important part of institution adminis 
tration. It may be observed that a Committee of 
Ladies called in not long overhaul the 
domestic outgoings of a large London hospital, in 
dicated the desirability of keeping nurses specially 
well fed, and deprecated any attempt to reduce 
on this item an expenditure which, in other direc 
tions, they considered excessive. 


ago to 


A CASE FOR INQUIRY : , 
DMINISTRATIVE affairs at the Plymouth 
Workhouse Infirmary do not seem to be in a 

satisfactory condition. A charge nurse there has 
resigned her appointment, after a connection with 
the institution of some three years, of her own 
accord, and without apparently having any other 
post or occupation in view. What makes matters 
look unpleasant is that the Guardians appear to 
have accepted the resignation without discussing 
it, and to have refused to read the letter by which 
it was accompanied. The letter has since appeared 
in the Western Daily Mercury; it clearly indi- 
cates that the charge nurse had no cause of dis- 
agreement either with the Medical Officer or the 
Superintendent, and that she resigned because 
she thought her treatment by the Infirmary Com- 
mittee made her position personally unpleasant 
and officially untenable. The desirability of in- 
quiry into the matter by some higher authority 
than the Board of Guardians appears to be 
indicated. 


THE TRAINED AND THE VILLAGE 
NURSE 

T has been noticeable in following the evidence 

of several witnesses before the Select Com- 
mittee of the House of Commons on Nursing, that 
there is considerable confusion in the minds both 
of the witnesses and of the Committee, as to the 
work of the village nurses working under, and 
affiliated to, the Queen Victoria’s Jubilee Institute. 
It cannot be made too plain that ‘‘Queen’s 
Nurses ’’’ are all fully trained hospital nurses; 
there is evidently a disposition to think they are 
not so, as ‘‘ district nurses’’ are alluded to as 
having only received a short training. The ‘‘ village 
nurses ”’ affiliated to, and inspected and supervised 
by, the Queen’s Institute, are midwives, and only 
work as such. They are fully qualified midwives, 
doing district midwifery under the supervision and 
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inspection of Inspectors, who are both 
qualified midwives and fully trained nurses. The 
village nurses sh« uld In no sense de 
dd with the ‘‘e age nurses of the 
who supply women 
training to do 
poor, and who are ré 
it necessary, to board in their patients’ 
There are no two grades of general nurses 
he egi Queen’s Institute, but fully 
eneral nurses and fully trained district 
And it should always be borne in 
inspection ’’ is the watchword of the 
Institute and that the work of the 
affiliated midwives who are not also trained nurses 
safeguarded and made far valuable by 


whereby thoroughness and efficiency 


Qu en s 
Queen s 
f” associations 


months 


amongst the 


general 


miadw es onl 
mind that 
Queen s 


more 
system 


are absolut ly assured 


PRURITUS ANI 


| ‘HE subject of pruritus ani has been coming 
in lately for a certain amount of renewed in- 
quiry among medical men, and it seems probable 
that a good nurses may be called upon to 
take part in a tre which constitutes a com 
parative! de parture Its 
does not come within our province, 


lI any 
atment 
new exact technique 
but an account 
of it is given because most nurses rightly like to 
and wherefore of the operative 
their patients undergo Mr. 
has introduced the operation,! does 
its employment for those cases of 
irritation round the anus, 
ssignable to diet, eczema, 
iworms uC but for the inveterate 
iS persist and set up a 
The local 
The irri- 
ant scratching produce chronic 
it completely 
texture It 
re d with dead 
He has found this 


1] 
smalii 


know the why 


measures 


passing 
errors of 
[ tne sympton 
discomfort 

characteristic 


Ss amount ol 


SAaVSs. are 


and causé 
and 


and | ames Cove 


the skin 


al appearance 


thelium. 
to the existence of a 
the anus. between thi 


1us«( le which close the 


ituation an abrasion 
heals of its 


the irritating secre 


Owl 
conditions mén- 


] 


' 
\iter the usual 


‘ion. The 
burned 

ng also applied to 
Vaseline, a morphia 
a pad of wool, and a T bandage are 
l, and the patient put back to bed. As 
nt a warm boracic bath is given twice 
a day, and a purge given on the third night. Be- 
tween the baths the skin is kept thoroughly dry and 
powdered with starch and zine powder. All irrita- 
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] 


ceases almost and the tre 
about fourte 


Wallis note 


immediately, 
complete in 


tion 
ment is commonly 
days. Its permanent success, Mr 
depends largely upon careful under tl 
personal supervision of the operator In effect t! 
treatment appears to in the substitutic 
of a healthy unhealthy 
inflammatior 


nursing 


consist 


1 
burn tor one ol ‘nro! 


POOR NURSING 

N an account f a recent meeting of 1 
| Bish. ps Stortford Board of Guardians, wh 
is reported in the Herts and West Essex O 
there is an episode which is not withe 
interest for those 


LAW 


server, 


who are anxious to see t 


n irsing of the sick poor estal lished upon a pro} 


The clerk read a letter from the Lo 
Government Board refusing to sanction the 
pointment of a certain person as junior assist: 


DASIS 


The reason given, namely, that she | 
no previous experience in nursing, wo! 
most people sufficiently convincir 
but the Chairman, for his part, though 
positively ridiculous: they had advertised fo 
junior assistant nurse at £15 a year, and nati 
ally took who had had no previous 
perience of nursing; they wanted a girl whe 
they could teach. This is the kind of ment 
attitude n the part of poor law guardia 
which at times makes the whole 
of workhouse nursing so hopeless 
any and paid ] 

, the title of should be filled 
anyone but a person of at least erie} 
and proved efficiency in nursing; nor 
be deemed right in this connection to pay 
untrained labour at all. The 
a fraud upon the public, and the latter a wa 
Neither would e\ 
were nursing put upon 


throughout the service 


nurse 
had 
appear to 


one 


questi 
look 

authorised 
nurse 
some eX] 


should 
former constitu 


S mone \ 


workh« use 


A STORY ROM 


rife, and where Europeans, both men and won 


have to depend unon one another’s good oft 
during sickness much more than is commonly 


Eng and 
the desire to 


it is perfectly credible and cred 
learn something of t 
should aris¢ On the other hai 
it is dificult to believe either that the authorit 
or the ladies themselves would endeavour 

force professional nurses into taking part in t 
proposed instruction against their will, or that t 
latter would refuse their assistance were it p! 


of nursing 
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rly sought. The only thing that makes us fear 
ere may be some truth in the story is that a 
ar or two ago there were rumours of nurses 
rving under the Hong Kong Government being 
eated in somewhat overbearing fashion. The 
tractions of nursing in the East are not so great 
at the Government can afford to diminish them 
necessarily. 


ATERNITY NURSING . 
ry. BOXALL’S paper on Mortality in Child- 
bed, both in Hospital and in General 
wtice, read before a recent meeting of the 
Obstetrical Society of London, is reported in the 
neet of May 13th. The three following con- 
isions were suggested :—(1) the total death-rate 
m childbirth had not diminished in England and 
iles, in Scotland, or in Ireland (where it was 
normally high as compared with the other divi- 
ns of the kingdom), but in London it had de- 
ned considerably; (2) the death-rate from 
‘idents of childbirth had declined slightly in 
‘h division of the kingdom, but was abnormally 
high in Ireland, and in London had markedly 
ninished ; and (3) the death-rate from puerperal! 
septic diseases had, if anything, shown a tendency 
increase in each division of the kingdom, but 
in London had been declining for the last decade 
In the course of the discussion which ensued, 
Dr. C. O. Fowler said that he considered a nurs¢ 
should never be asked to give a vaginal douche 
less she had had a proper training. He depre- 
cated the practice which largely prevailed of the 
nurse endeavouring to get the case over before the 
rival of the medical man. He knew it was a 
common practice among some of those who 
ostensibly professed to follow aseptic methods, 
and to disinfect their hands before making a 
vaginal examination, to handle various articles be- 
tween the disinfection and the examination, re- 
gardless of the risk of reinfecting them. Dr 
Cullingworth said the great value of the paper, to 
his mind, was that it once more emphasised the 
unpleasant fact that whilst in lying-in hospitals 
sepsis had for all practical purposes been elimi- 
nated, the prevalence of puerperal septicemia in 
he country generally was just as great as ever 
believed that the great hope lay in the direc- 
1 of better clinical instruction both for medical 
lents and for midwives. He should rejoice if 
passing of the Midwives Act had the effect of 
rectly calling attention to the conditions under 
+h English medical students obtained their 
‘tical instruction in midwifery. 
Dr. Boxall, in reply, commenting on the use of 
ifer as a douche, said the evidence warranted 
belief that it would be better to omit the 
the altogether than to use with it an inefficient 
tiseptic. He considered that a nurse, unless 
perly trained, should never be allowed to ad- 
ster a douche after delivery. It was satis- 
ry to find such a general consensus of opinion 
ig the Fellows of the Society as to the 
ssity of improving the clinical teaching of the 
ical student in midwifery. 





EPIDEMIC CEREBROSPINAL 
MENINGITIS 
By ArtHur Maupeg, L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S., 


Medical Officer Charing Hospital 
Convalescent Home, Limpsfield. 


Cross 


HE essential nature of this disease is an in- 

fective inflammation of the meninges of the 
brain and cord, producing a sero-purulent effusion 
of great tension. A high proportion of cases are 
not typical, or, in other words, the symptoms 
and course of the disease are liable to more vari- 
ation than most specific fevers. 

The disease chiefly occurs among the young, 
children being particularly liable. It is almost 
unknown in subjects over thirty-five. 

It is clear that its occurrence is favoured by 
over-crowding and close contact, for asylums, 
barracks, and workhouses are very commonly 
visited. According to Jaeger, the channel of in- 
fection is by the nasal passages, and probably 
thence through the cribriform plate of the 
ethmoid bone. 

The mortality is always very high. 
tables of forty-one epidemics give variations from 
20 to 75 per cent., and it is usually higher in 
adults than in children. 

In mild cases, if recovery ensues, convalescence 
is frequently very tedious and prolonged, and re- 
covery, as in other forms of meningitis, may be 
far trom compiete. ‘* The says 
Tourdes, ** is distinguished by the slowness of its 
cure and the rapidity of its fatal issue 

Two forms of eruption are common—one her- 
petic, the other petechial. The worst cases,those of 
the “‘ type foudroyante '’ of the French, present 
these cutaneous hemorrhages. In the worst cases 
the onset is very sudden, severe collapse and 
early coma follow, and death is almost certain 

The temperature in cerebrospinal meningitis 
is very irregular, rarely high, and obeys no rules 
In the more typical cases, after some malaise, 
chill, and vague pains in the limbs, there is a 
sudden onset of fever, vomiting, vertigo, and oc- 
cipital headache. The eyes are suffused, the 
pupils small, and extreme restlessness is obvious. 
In mild cases the symptoms stop thus and abate; 
in fatal cases the pain increases, rigidity of the 
neck, ‘‘ genickstarre’’ ensues, developing even 
into opisthotonos, and delirium, followed by either 
furious mania or increasing coma, is the herald of 
death. Cases do occasionally recover even after 
the onset of coma. The attack varies in duration 
from a few days te two or three weeks. Recovery 
in mild may be compiete, but in severe 
cases is apt to leave serious sequele. These are 
varying motor paralyses; destructive purulent 
disease of the internal ear, particularly of the 
labyrinth; deep-seated inflammation of the eye, 
involving the retina or choroid; optic neuritis, 
followed by rapid atrophy of the optic nerve; 
chronic hydrocephalus; other complications of a 
pyemic nature, such as ulcerative endocarditis, 
pericarditis, peritonitis, and disseminated pyxemic 
abscesses—all these varied manifestations of a 
widespread infection may follow the initial attack 


Hirsch’s 


disease, 


cases 
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The clinical aspect of the disease suggests at 
one 1 close relationship to the invasions of the 
pheumococcus, in its more generalised forms, such 


as pnheumonic 
gitis And 
lated a diplococcus, 
titie ol Dipl cOcCUs 
coccus Che 
from the nasal discharges 

Che treatment of the 
unsatisfactory, being chietly 


endocarditis, and pneumouic menin 
L887 Weichselbaum ISO 
conterred the 
Meningo 


isolated 


as early as 


on which was 
intracellularis, or 
organisn can usually be 
disease is so far highly 
umited to meeting 
symptoms as they occul \ favourite method 
employed since 1891 is to withdraw 
much as possibie of the spinal menhinge al fluid by 
nine 


noweve! as 
puncture with a 
‘his method is usually called 
who first employed it tor ¢ pidemic 
meningitis but it had 
suggested previously in tuberculous meningitis of 
the Dr. Essex Wynter, of the Middlesex 
Hospital The results of acupuncture in the 
epidemic in Silesia scarcely appear to 
iny high opinion of the process, but it 
indoubtedly has a rational basis. Puncture may 
be repeated again and again; indeed, Professor 
Osler Lecture in 1899, describes 
punctures were made 


spi 
after Quincke 
cere brospinal 


lous processes 
been 
spine DY 


present 


confirm 


in his Cavendish 
which seventeer 
in about two months 

NURSING 


above 


m Cust In 


From the sketch given of the features 
of epidemic cerebrospinal meningitis it is obvious 
that cases of any severity will tax the resources 
of the charge. The diet must 

light at first, when vomiting is probably 
but the symptom rarely lasts long, except 
and more liberal 
no gastric or in 


hurse 10 neces 


sarily be 
present ; 
fulminating 


in severe CASCS 


as 


feeding must be begun early 


lesions follow, while severe emaciation is 


testina 
the rule 
require the highest nursing skill, as they may 
have to be fed per rectum or by the nasal tube, or 
; combination tor prolonged periods The 
rapid and profound emaciation will demand early 
resort to water beds, and the usual care of the 
skin; but there does not appear to be a liability to 
op he 
When local paralyses follow, massage and elec- 


In the 


Cases in which early coma supervenes 


DY a 


deve d-sores 


tricity will have their appropriate place 


early ‘seventies a favourite method of treatment 
n America was the use of hot baths, 102°-106 
followed, when the surface remained algid, by 


frictional rubbing with hot, rough towels, or even 


with warm oil of turpentine 
DISTRIBUTION 

[The offices of the medical journals are nowa- 
days besieged by representatives of the lay 
Press asking for information on this new epi- 
demic Phe new epidemic,’’ which has lately 
visited America, in the vicinity of New York City, 
and certain parts of Germany, is by no means 
new It is, however, an epidemic of the greatest 
interest, because it is one of the most fatal of 
maladies, some of its outbreaks having claimed 
as many as 77 per cent. of deaths among the 


victims attacked ; it has, moreover, a curious local 
range of visitation, which it is impossible to ex- 


trochar between the lumbar 





The dise: well differentiated 
‘epidemic cerebrospinal meningitis qui 
undistinguished till 1805, when it was first diff 
entiated in Central Europe from typhus, 


whicl it constantly 


ise, now 


plain 
Was 


nas been 
the 
and sudden form 


Outbreaks in 


account ol 
profound 

syinptomis 
Geneva, Vesoul 
1805 to 1822 


aks In 


ol the 
Paris, 

Metz, Genoa, Westphalia, tr 
DY 
and in 


herv< 


Limite 


Ne 


were accompanied 
outbre Sunderland in 1830 
England, Kentucky, and Canada. 
and a second outbreak followed from 1837 to 185 


originating, apparently, in France, and spreadi 


to Algiers, Italy, Great Britain, and the Unit 
States From 1854 to 1874 a new outbreak 
through Europe, but this time in Swede 


Germany, and parts of Russia, though South 
Italy, Portugal, and Ireland were Visits 
After a period ol quiescence, a third epiden 
occurred from 1885 to 1890, during which its 
fluence was felt in Dublin, Birmingham, Kilma 
nock, and the eastern counties of England 

The present visitation covers as yet much tl 


also 


same ground as have previous outbreaks, vi: 
the State of New York and Silesia. 

King’s College 
and the recent death of a boy of tourteen 
Battersea was attributed to ‘ spotted 
The boy, according to the evidence, had suffer 
for some time past from catarrh of the stoma 


level 


and had a fit one day, dying the following da 
Dr. MeManus deposed to seeing the lad H 
was unconscious, his head was arched ba 


ward, and his pupils were dilated. Witness s: 
some spots on the body, but at the time he d 
them as anything particular. | 
who made the postmort: 


to cerebrospl) 


not diagnose 
Ludwig Freyberger, 
examination, said death was due 


meningitis 


AN 





LETTER TO A 


NURSE 


OPEN 


By a Lonpon Marron. 
“THERE are some things which are mu 
easier to put on paper than into spok 


words, and I found this out so early in life, tl 
when I was a little girl and wanted 
very badly indeed, but was too shy to ask for 
I used to write a tiny, ill-spelt note, and pin 
to the cushion on my mother’s 
It never failed to bring me my heart’s desir 
way attainable, though often accompan 
by the half-laughing, half-reproachful questi 
= Why didn’t you ask me, darling, instead 
writing ? Then, illogical, yet wholly true, wo 
come the inevitable whispered answer, whil 

curls hid themselves on my mother’s should 


I didn’t 


someth 


dressing-tal 


like to . 
Similarly, to-day, from behind my paper scre 
I am writing you because I do not alw 
** like ’’ to say all that is in my mind when 
to face with you on lecture nights 
I talk to you then on many things, and thous 
perhaps, not of ‘‘ shoes and ships and sea 


‘* Because 


LO 


wit 
‘ontused, on 
spotty, petechial rash, and th 
Grenoblk 
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It died aw a) 


Hospital has a case at present 
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And cabbages and kings, yet we run up 
gamut ol the whole : Nursi if Course, as fal 
can, beginning with ** Hospital Etiquett 


se Abdominal UOperatiol S, Electricity, and 


s for the fundamental virtues, I say little on 
we nights, for of this each must be her own 
hitect, and build for herself the various graces 
make for pertect, wholesome womant 

One of these is especially in my mind as I writ 
letter. It is sometimes overlooked in ow 


10cd 


y lives, or translated into actions, right and 

d enough in themselves, but clothed uncom- 

tably in a brusque manner, and accompanied 

words that are certainly not ‘‘ apples of gold 
pictures of silver.’ I mean, the exceeding 

-e of kindness. 

Vhat a usual question it is for the friends of a 
! pital nurse to put to her, ‘‘ How do you like 
. rmatron? Is she kind to you? ’ but 1 wonder 
many ever think of reversing that question, 

| asking instead, ‘‘ Are you kind to her?”’ 

strikes you curiously, does it not? You come 
hospital to learn nursing. You learn, inci- 
tally, many other things as well. You know 
ought to be kind to the patients, kind to 

r fellow-workers, and, as you gain a little mor 

erlence, most of you realise that you ought to 

kind to those working under you. But—kind 
our matron! 

You treat her with outward respect, no doubt 
You are a willing contributor to a Christmas gift 
for her; you are, perhaps, loyal at heart, though 
sometimes no one would ever guess it; but how 

it that lack of spontaneity, of little pleasant 
speeches, of cheery looks and smiles: I have 
wn nurses who assume an aspect of gloom 

n their matron enters their ward, and whose 
(;ood morning’’ is as cheerful as a miserere, 
their faces are as the faces of those who 

en to the Dead March, because the staff being 
short-handed for various reasons, the usual 


‘tra’’ has not been sent to help with the 
rning washings. Is this being ‘‘ kind ”’ 

Your matron is as worried as you are, when the 
k is heavy, and hands short to do it. She 


ws just how trying it is when bad cases are 
sent in at the wrong times, when operations are 
ned for the hour that vou hoped to go off 
when the Resident Medical Officers go their 
d rounds just at dinner-time, and the visiting 
staff come to see their patients at all sorts of 
hours. But, as she can neither prevent nor con- 
any of these things, do you think it helps her 
tly to hear incessant grumbling from her 
ses, who dare not say what they think to the 
tors, and so vent their irritation on their 
ron? Would it not be kinder to try and make 
best of things? 
hen, again, about holidays. Dear nurse, can 
magine how difficult it is to fit in the holidays 
imbers of different people, so as to please 
one, and yet not cripple the work of the 
hospital? This is one of your matron’s tasks; 
because vou cannot, on account of some un- 





avoidable circumstance, start on the very day 
you would like to, is it kind to pose as a martyr, 
to do your work with what you consider an air of 
patient resignation, but which looks wonderfully 
lixe a ht of the sulks, so as to make your matron 
feel, in an uncomfortable way, as if she had wil- 
fully injured you? And, when away on you 
holidays, can you not find time or take thought 
to write a pleasant little note in a friendly 
manner. 

Some nurses do not even trouble to send a post 
card to announce their arrival at some distant 
place, or to herald their return to work; yet they 
would be very hurt indeed if they did not find 
their bedroom ready for them when they came 
back, and a word of welcome and an inquiry about 
their holiday. Would you treat your mother in 
this way if you left home on a visit? or pay as 
little respect to your hostess, were you a guest 

Believe me, your matron is a very human 
person, and likes to be kindly treated quite as 
much as you do! 

Nurses often do not think how greatly they can 
lighten a matron’s heavy burden of responsible 
work and many worries by a little thoughtful con- 
sideration, or how they can make her heart sing 
for joy, by showing they appreciate her instruc- 
tions and scrupulously carrying out her wishes in 
little things where the thoughtless act as though 
disobedience did not matter. 

Can you really suppose that a matron enjoys 
continually finding fault with the same nurse 
time after time for untidy hair, carelessly put on 
uniform, noisy shoes, loud speech, unpunctuality, 
and tiresome ways? Speaking out of the depths 
of my own experience, I can tell you truthfully 
that she hates it! 

A candidate applied to me a short time ago tor 
general training, who had already spent three 
years in a special hospital. She asked my advice 
on several points, and at last I inquired if she 
had consulted her matron about any of these 
things. She looked surprised, and said she had 
not thought of it. It did not occur to her, as it 
does not to so many, that the matron who had 
trained her for three years had a certain right to 
be consulted before a stranger. 

Nurses who treat their matron with confidence 
and kindness will rarely repent doing so. They 
have their nurses’ best interests at |! rt and 
often long to help and to be kind to them, but 
are repelled by an icy reserve and a hopeless 
indifference. 

You can alter this if you like. Try, dear nurse, 
in your own hospital, to establish and maintain 
cordial, friendly relations with your matron. The 
world wants kindness. Let us be kind 





NoursinG Homes at moderate prices for the poor middle 
classes are not very numerous, and we notice with interest 
a proposal that such a home should be established for 
engineers and surveyors. 7'he Surveyor thinks that such 
a scheme might take practical shape, and with an income 
of £100 per annum it should be possible to assist an 
average of one patient a week for a year, on the basis 
of the patient meeting one-third of the usual minimum 
charge for such paying wards, the Nursing Home Fund 
providing the balance of the charge. 
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THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD | among the poor who are unable—physicalls 
through the sad necessiby ot earning a livelil 
MONG animals the strongest instinct is that to give their children breast milk. The majo 
preservation; the unit counts for these children are brought up at present 
usually, and often willingly, im uch terrible conditions that one may well ma: 
propagation of the species. But | at the recuperative powers of outraged Nat 
‘ed by social and | They are born handicapped in every way, 
nself and | weakly constitutions inherited from underfed 
‘plains | over-worked parents, further undermined by 
tal lack of care taken by the mother du 
nancy With such a start a wretched | 
| begins life, and in a few weeks, sinc 
work to live, he is put on an 
it food or a mixture of impure 1 
Add to this a lack of cleanliness 
warm, foul air, and, indes 
will be a case of the surviv: 
even the fittest cannot 


al unscathed 
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THE BABIES IN THE MADRID MILK DEPOT 


There is but one solution; the State m 
rotect the child, not by the active interfere 
national character so strongly resei 

he indirect means of providing 
moderate cost, or, if necessary, free, the proj 
1d for the child that must be fed by hand. 
Che work done in this direction by milk de] 
oster-mothers of humanity’s children 
beyond praise. Their aim is simple—to sup} 
proper food in proper condition at proper interv 
or, in other words, to send a regulated supply, 

easured bottles, of milk properly diluted 
sweetened, and of absolute purity. This is 1 
such a simple matter as it sounds. At pres 
lk is liable to contamination at each stage ol 
ip their | career—from the cow, from the milker, in t 
mothers | dairy, on the journey, in the shop, and chiefly 
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— 
t sanitary home where it finally stands, ofier- ecure that the infant shall not lack maternal 
iffection For this purpose there is given, under 
vossible conditions, a milk of good quality i 


ospitality to all microbes, till it is give 

infant. 

nfortunately, we are not yet in a position 
country to enforce the absol purity of tl 
supply, but, though the adult st tal 
for himself, pure mils can he supplied Db) 

municipality that aims at raising the physica! 
iard of its people. To France, eve 

as regards parental duties, is due t 

lishing in 1890 a ‘* consultation 

with a lying-in hospital at Nance: 

ers were required to bring children a mont! 
birth, and received a gift of money for satis- 
ry progress. The idea was further developed 
rofessor Budin in Paris, who kept children 
in hospital under medical r 
vears, and provided, in cast 





was impossible, a supply of sterilised 
This, again, led to the establishment in 
ce, and then in most othe European 
tries, of the ‘‘ Gouttes de Lait,’’ more or 
dentical with our milk depdts. The objects, 
misunderstood, are summarised in the ex- 
nt book on the whole question written by 
\IeCleary : 





lo induce mothers by advice and by ever) possible 
gement to feed their babies at the breast 

When it is impossible for the child to be wholly tal aici 4 v 

o abandon breast SOTTLE-FILLING IN THE BATTERSEA DEPO 


er own milk with 


fed, the mother is urged not 
altogether, but to supplement 
prepared cow’s milk, SO as to secure tl it the 


} 


shall be, if not wholly, at least partially breast 


{ 
} 
t 


naitions nec 


no doubt that it is im ) its are in no sense an encouragement 
or morally, for the mother | th lee f maternal duties { 


baby, the “Goutte de Lait” endeavours t . 
. So nia as the best substitute for, but 


valent « 
und Inf . 
D.P.H.. Medical Office 
Battersea 


inster Price 


In the 
4 de pot 
ich Dr 
li ar’ is con- 
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fied free from tuberculosis, are milked in the open comes the vital and inevitable question wheth 
Al! and never enter a shed, except for a few t will undertake to give her work 
" s in January and | i milk is lf favourite nursing home in the neighb 
tra 1 i the held iunmediately alter miiking hood happens to have been closed lately it W 
ind t { i real I nalil a mil rol i I t this kind WI! nh gave me my ! 
larmn Her it IS again stra ned and at onct nal y? I ne nas passed into unpoy 
| down to 40° | It is then placed in churns, hands, or, again, if a medical man's pract 
are sled With a leadel s i and 18 col 1! easing so much that he re lly wants a hk 
Lil hes ‘hurns to the depot nm which he can depend, and can almost i 
Lt lepot itself at Battersea nt 1 shop by his ow! uses alone, then a nurse stands 
f tl milk, a root weighing ller unce of receiving his decided rep 
her for hing ttle l a fourtl t itfirmat But let her mark well 
| g, bott d ste he on ch tl loctor W rn "i mislead 
l ~ ! Vdd ! n qu ! se s ioyant hopetulness may ind 
I ! ! ints ( wat vO ! i that t Ss” al S ite staten I 
i ‘ | ‘ t t \ { i stel i » ] | Nhe ; >) | nts tos a il i 
ire sup] i vi baskets, | | s nd t a mere polite intimati 
t ott i L t ning a twent : I ins Y is 1n his powel l Wil I 
irs suppl} ta { od td nd 5d O | sed » assist ae lly s 
i ling to t hild’s l) homes ot th Nurse X but, of cou ah emerg 
! i | i lad } or, who in mav always o r, and he is very giad to } 
pon tl t s the superiority of breast ir nal \ Courteous and ¢ ming Wol 
Li! Clearly printed instructions are given t doubtless, and, therefore, valuable, but, as ; 
mother, and a record of progress is kept mise that may bear fruition in either twent 
On this work, fraught with such tremendous ir four hours or twenty-four years, they are abs 
l n the race, the district nurse, who enters | lutely valueless. So, if they form the chief | 
mes of the poor, could bring great influence f support on the doctor's side, don't start 
ul ind wel s I 1 depot started i i ! 
Hn, SI L 1 mmend the mother of NEIGHBOURHOOD OF A HOME 
bad 1 child to the municipal ter-mother 
\ wh Dr. McClear sie? points out Presuming however, that a nurse has bi 
possibility of obtainit sbsolutely accurate iortunate enough to secure the patronage ol 
eo her no question that the establish- ; OF ™0r doctors, the neighbourhood of the h« 


Cy lt 7 a ee #: is thereby practically defined; that is to sa) 


| K depots Ww In great measure : - ‘ 
hat +i terrible wast Py peedans Fy are must be somewhere in the immediate vicin 
of the darkest blots on t} ‘ir fame of | 22d it should, for the patients’ sake, be in 
| nd S B quiet a thoroughfare as possible 
i ry > 





The nurse should be quite clear in he 
—_ — — “oy : mind as to the rent she can afford to pay bel 

HOW TO STAR YI \ NURSING going to the agents, and must not be persuaded 
H¢ yM kK fO D yond it The house selected should pe Ss 

lofty rooms, not necessarily very large, good \ 

‘ [ O start a home is at all times a difficult and | tilation, good light, a sunny aspect, minimu: 


precarious undertaking he very most that juantity of stairs, unless there is a lift, and 


il uid in favour of it is that, if the aspiring | course, above everything else proper 
3 s tl two great requisites Of a good 
maiietion: ‘aineess cates. Ged aaies nein SANITATION AND DRAINS. 
ipital, there is just the bare poss bility of a suc- Let the nurse not make the tragic mistak 
eesst ss 


thinking that her nursing experience gives | 
AMOUNT OF CAPITAL sufficient acumen to judge quite three-fourths 
this latter matter for herself, while the remaini 
fourth finds a most desirable complement in 
Seldiensbend. atetn. suk lus of tiene ond aie. landlord's word. She must be sensible a1 
OG + strong-willed, and insist upon the landlord 
taining the inspection, and then producing t 
certificate of the London County Council for t! 
s really the crux of the entire matter house's sanitary condition. The moment this 
WV hetl 1 nurse proposes to act upon introduc- obtained she should go straight to her princi} 
tions, or upon her own personal knowledge of loctors and ask them, if she has not already do 
her course is the same—to go and see so, whether they will be satisfied with a ho 
em. wait ind return, and wait again with possessing the L.C.C. certificate Under no 
lomitable perseveranc inti she does see cumstances must the agreement be signed unt 
them. Then, when she has briefly and concisely | a reply has been received in the affirmative, 
laid her position and proposed undertaking | many doctors will not send their patients to 
re the doctor, together with her introductions house which does not possess, in addition to tl 
ind references, if | loes not already know her given bv the L.C.¢ an independent sanitat 


No definite statement can here be made, the 
questior l iturally entirely depending upon the 
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tificate. This may be obtained from the usual 
ilified sanitary engineer at a fee of about two 
cuineas, and will be far cheaper than the al- 
ternative of having to pay £30 or £40 out of 
ket for sanitary repairs, according to the in- 
dependent man’s estimate, or giving up the 
house altogether, and being summoned by the 
llord for breach of agreement. For remember 
the landlord is in no way bound to do 
e than satisfy the L.C.C., and he has an un- 
eachable devotion to the maintaining of his 
rights. 
Vhen the sanitary arrangements are completed, 


PAINTING 
e next consideration Patients’ rooms should 
painted with distemper, not papered. This, 
ourse, is to prevent infection, and, as wash- 
distemper can now be obtained, there can 
be no doubt at all as to its suitability for the 
; rreen, of course, is the most soothing colour for 
patients’ eyes, but distemper can be obtained in 
any colour—pale pink and blue, or any other 
q et, soit shade. It is better, and very charm- 
il to carry the through the 
For instance, in a blue-walled room, 


colour scheme 

Ww! le room. 

the bed can have a pretty blue overlay, the toilet 

ware be blue, blue cretonne on the screen, and 
re are a thousand other dainty little touches 
t will suggest themselves. 


FLOOR-COVERING. 

[he best material for this purpose is cork lino- 

m, which is made in different shades, at 
inv rate in terra-cotta, blue, and green. Here, 
again, the primary advantage is that it does not 
favour infection, while it dries very quickly. For 
instance, half an hour before an operation in 
the morning the floor of the patient’s rcom can 
be quickly washed over and be perfectly dry 
oetore the doctors arrive. 

Rugs should be placed on either side of the 
tient’s bed, and also before the fire and dress- 
ing-table. During the period of convalescence 
they are comforting to the patient’s feet, and 

intime it is almost indispensable in a private 
home for good-class patients to have as great an 
appearance of comfort as is possible with septic 
conditions. 

Now we come to the 

FURNITURE, 

and first of all the bed. This should be an ordinary 


l single, spring bed (except for accouchement 

s, when small double beds are best), and both 
for comfort and durability always have hair mat- 
tresses. The remaining furniture must be rigidly 
simiple in style, and of the smallest possible 
quantity. It should always be white, as white 


enamelled suites can so easily be washed, and, if 

ssary, disinfected. For an ordinary-sized, 
single-bedded room, a combination chest of wash- 
handstand and dressing-table combined, two or 
three plain bedroom chairs to match, a basket 

chair with comfortable removable cushions, 
a small table by the patient’s bedside, another 





three- 
pos sible 
and only 
\W ardrobes 
undesirable 


for the nurse’s convenience, and a larg: 
panelled folding screen to keep all 
draughts from the bed, are the best 
really necessary articles of furniture. 
and other clothes’ receptacles are 
luxuries. As many persons object to any strong 
light in their room, a reading-lamp, turned low, 
will often be found an acceptable substitute for 
electric light in the evening. 

There are just two more points to mention 
before we turn to the subject ol operations and 
First, the stair and corridor 
carpeting of a nursing home should always be 
thick and soft, so that the sounds of no passing 
feet can echo from its depths. Second, a pulley 
bell should be fixed over every patient’s bed-head, 
sufliciently close for him to easily clasp without 
the least straining of his arm With electric bells 
this can be more effectively managed by the usual 
electric cord, and the little push knob handle bell 
left beside him on his table 


their accessories. 


{ To be continue d.) 





NURSING IN THE PARIS HOSPITALS 

. OME hundred and fifty English medical men 
S returned this week from a visit to the Paris 
hospitals, and we have been at some pains to 
ascertain what impressions the nursing arrangs 
ments made upon them. Naturally, they were 
unable to study the matter deeply, and the views 
formed are various. 

We publish the following as being best re- 
presentative of those of the majority, as we ll of 
the observer himself, a medical man of distinction 
and experience : 

** The key-note to the position IS a phrase In 
the guide to the hospitals which was given to us, 
‘The nuns were, until lately, established in every 
hospital, and, therefore, attendants could not 
hope for advancement—the nuns had always the 
first place.’ Now all is in the process ol change 
the Assistance Publique has established Ecoles 
municipales infirmiéres,’ and supply the hospitals 
with nurses. These nurses may not be so smart- 
looking in appearance as their sisters in England, 
but from what I saw in the wards their work was 
marked by cleanliness, promptitude, and intelli 
gence. ‘They seem to have a very large amount 
of work to do and but little time to do it in, and 
I am glad to know that the Assistance Publique 
has made arrangements for raising their salaries 
shortening their work, giving them more rest, and 
paying them during vacations. The wards, from 
our standpoint, overcrowded, and no 
money is expended on them which can be avoided 
This means some hardship for the 
they seemed a cheerful, hardworking set ol 
women, and it was remarkable how the poor 
patients seemed to cling to them for sympathy 
This, perhaps, is the more natural, because nurses 
are drawn in Paris from the poorer classes of 
society. As the nuns disappear, the Assistance 
Publique hopes to replace them by nurses trained 
after the methods followed in England.’’ 


seemed 


nurses. but 
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rHE ELEVENTH HOUR finger-tips touched. “* What  tiny—tiny lit 
; fingers 
by M. T. O'VENs 4 cloud followed the sunshin« 
7 SHE d shook his head as he gazed down ‘‘ Doctor. did vou sav : Oh. no N 
| t te figure the bed, bandaged | ¢),; His voice was agonised 
I ance His right ar lropped over the side of the | 
\ I t he ne n which to H could not rais and the white hng 
i r i i t ] alari hye y suffused with blood P} Vsica pail ce 
| forgot His sight had | pressed his lips as the blood passed throug 
\ i ntly he had rn 1imed arn I’) animation died out ¢ is Lae 
| t ry heip ind the weariness, with a certain despairing 
ind | ve hin epta fit. settled again on it arm | 
Wi it tiful A morning ; the sun struck down stiffly und th veins stood « yn 
! \ i t beds fingers ) 
I leatl t und as \ teal ro l SIOWLY aow!l nis [ K 
| verment dropped on td plliow, and anothe ina oul 
i t I , r be nd \ wid G7 I marked the I 
sted t nd we and l lly blind Not blir 
i (rod | ini in t tell ne It1 il 
iM { uk 5 | é sked (he weary turnit f the | | from side 
! side recommenced and the faint vo uy 
ited iain, bro with unconscious sobs 
nt ho not! ( ny \Iv nevel ()} Ss! i) 
, ha miy bee t} cou in’t 
saul His ps moved, but no sound « 
I I i a l singiy becau quit stil 
I ferer was 0 tering something ind By and | the doctor came through tl " 
Voar rr g | head lhe nurse hurried away He stopped by the bedside of the new ] 
i tO another patient ind trowned as ne saw the irl } inging \ 
ti I V i on tI sheet und he t ! tilted it. Db cl vhich Was sca 
t nt ? ? ti t 1 \ h spel! test a tf } " ny 
iM ste] ve can t caused tl sick man I doctor spol 
mind The boat | words there was no sign that the sud 
I t I dea Oh! | had brought ba scious! 
. - nit i iv As tl a r stood ther I i I 
ried I » the ward and approact t fill » 
H ro} with his | whispered ong communicati t 
Ul I I tl both | d at the bed by v tl st 
\ the paper? ’’ th 
{ ! to | d ind sh rad left hin the spt 
hand i t I g | s at the nov i 
: g t the r} i l, his unseeing fixed 
i H i is tl I s 
I | S 
t I} l rs aepa wit! 1 del Ss i 
. ’ \ 
, | ’ her mnt 
7 la br p French heels, wl 
} spite « tl ner S $s O 
i I 1 i Qs Qa y ? y t , t 
I t} ? Os } 
t SI} I i | vo t md 1 taw 
‘ nos lings As si I a 1c] 1 
i nlicght it revealed the f that 
: ! bandages | mass of in oloured | s d | 5 
t tt ! rt of hi | bold, vet humble, her walk was aggressi' 
tl ( I his groping vet dep! iting: bu as si raised her evyt 
ntla found and held to it sunken and faded now but onee beautiful 
! t \ and the weary doctor at least read in them a shamed grief 
l raptur shy “* Let me see touching that he lost sizght of the ineonsistenc 
ves, Minni her ay pearance presented 
He waited a moment, smiling, and the nervous The nurse moved to the head of the bed 
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‘tion of his helplessness. The 
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ed at her, betraying a little of the unconscious 
nvoluntary repulsion of a perfectly virtuous 
nan who has never encountered temptation 
1v form. 
» neweomer started back with a quickly 
1 exclamation at the sight of the still figure 


the bed. She turned instinctively from the 
se to the silent doctor. 

Is he—? ”’ 

No—no,’’ the doctor hastened to whisper, 


it there is not much time. 
She looked up at him, nervously clasping and 
‘lasping her hands. 


\re you sure, quite sure, he is—blind: A 
h of tears almost drowned the word 
[he doctor looked puzzled. 
* Yes—did you not know ? he asked. 


‘Not until I read it in the paper,’’ she said, 
1 then, with an indescribably touching move- 
nt, she added: 

I should not have come unless. 
him see me.’ ‘ 
The sufferer moved very slightly, and she sank 
tha sob DY the bed, and laid her pt Or che K On 
hand 

Minnie! ’’ he said, 
Her only answer was a sob 

Minnie, he said again, in a voice suddenly 
dered strong 
She whispered something passionately, and he 
bly touched her face W hateve1 
tween those two, so long divided, and now 
ited but for a moment, was forgiven in that 


I couldn't 


without any surprise 


there was 


ent caress of dying fingers. 


He tried to raise himself, but the 
yught 


movement 
back in its physical anguish the recol- 
nurse hurried 
‘ward, but, with a supplicating glance, the 
eeling woman rose swiftly, and very gently 
ssed her arm under his neck. The pathetic 
colour on her haggard face were 
‘eaked and stained with the tears she made no 


iches' of 


tempt to hide. 


In obedience to a faint whisper, she laid her 
id on the pillow, close to his. 

He lay still, with one hand feebly clasping 

it of his wife, and the white bed-clothes were 

ircely whiter than his face. ‘‘ I wish I could 

n you again,’’ he murmured. 

I'he woman raised her face, and a terrible smile 

peared on her lips. The doctor, whose ac- 
iintance with the seamy side of life had not 

inted his sympathies, met her eyes with an ex- 
ssion of unmingled pity. 

She raised the hand touching hers; and passed 

gently over her face. 

‘ Kiss me,’’ he said faintly 

Again that awful smile dawned on her lips, but 

vhispered repetition of the request brought the 
rs to her eyes again, and washed away all 
ights but that the man lying there—whom 
had wronged, who knows how deeply ?—was 
ig his last hour. She bent and kissed hirn. 

\ slight sigh escaped him, and then—— 

lhe doctor came hurriedly to the bedside. The 
man was kneeling with her face in her hands. 


Ve se 





THE WIDER WORLD OF 
WOMEN 


- HE Women’s Liberal Federation held its 

annual conference during three days of last 
week. The aim of the Federation is to promote 
the adoption of Liberal principles in the govern 
ment of the country, and just legislation for 
women and children (including parliamentary 
franchise for all women). The spread of political 
education throughout the country is helped by 
means of meetings, and the distribution of litera- 
ture. There were over 850 delegates present, and 
Lady Aberdeen presided. The eighteenth annual 
report showed a steady advance all along the line 
lhe Women’s Associations throughout the country 
had shown increased activity in the promotion of 
Liberal principles, and in the extension of their 


work. Since the last report 67 new societies had 
been added to the list, making a total of 537 
athliated associations. A resolution was passed 
expressing satisfaction at the growth ol public 


opinion in favour of women’s suffrage, and anothe1 


was unanimously carried to ask all Liberal mem 
the Women’s En 
franchisement Bill, which was down for second 
reading for the end of the week. The purport ol 
the Bill is that ‘‘ in all Acts re lating to the quali 
fications and registration of voters or persons en 
titled to vote in the election of 
Parliament, wherever words occur which import 
the masculine gender, the same shall he held to in 
clude women.’’ The Federation also adopt« da 
resolution approving of the Local Authorities 
(Qualifications of Women) Bill 


bers of Parliament to support 


f 


members Ol! 


UNFORTUNATELY, all this activity was brought to 
naught by the loquacity (with malice prepense) of 
Mr. Labouchere, who talked out the Bill It 
is strange that a man of liberal—not to say 
radical should adopt such an absolutely 
prejudiced attitud matter of mer 
He said, among many other illogical ar- 
guments, that to give parliamentary 
vote would be disadvantageous to the community 
and injurious to the women themselves, but a 
minute later he admitted that the laws of nations 
had been largely shaped by women. One would 
be sorry to think that he approved of underhand, 
as opposed to straightforward, influence He also 
advanced as a clinching argument that govern- 
ment eventually went by force, and therefore man 
being physically stronger, had the sole right to vote 
Finally, after stating that ‘‘ only a few women of 
masculine minds, who took an interest in politics, 
desired to have votes,’’ he ended by saying “* if 
once a certain number were admitted to the 
franchise, every woman in the country would soon 
be clamouring, not only for votes, but for the 
right to sit in Parliament. The speech achieved 
its purpose of blocking progress, but the weakness 
of its logic must have helped, rather than weak 
ened, the cause. Still, it was a pitiful example 
of narrow-minded prejudice in its worst form. 
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\ not s ry far ba t nly SOME NEW BOOKS 
r open to women was the schola | : 
+} , t was a la sup] ’ ; \ SHort PRACTICE OF MiIpWIFERY FOR NURS! 
= ‘ wndard By Hem Jellett B.A M.D Se 
. 4 profess nto some disreput But ed n, revised. Messrs. J. and A. Churc! 
4 t a wor a an a who has high aeais and Great Mar ough Street, Os 
t organising power, is instanced by the histor [WENTY years ago, nurses who aspired to t 
I ter ! ( lleg wl } ce ora l Its i i Oo London Obstetrical society ! 
ib. last w I Miss Dorothea Beal has bee! " hol OOKS \ Nurses Manual of M 
prir il of tl r ge for fortv-seven vears, and \ ritten down to the capacity ol the n 
luring nat ti Ss! has raised it trom a sma terat members of the protessiol was | 
| prietary schoo f se nty pupils to the largest extent of the literature prepared for them, a 
ind fore t | f its | 1 in the country { mol telligent had to make use oO! student 
and tl thout a uD pe to the pu lic for { wks. and cull the essential from the 
rut ( litimat st te the < O iu esse! il 
thor Ihe lebrations brought together many In tl present day an opposite conditio! 
of the most prominent leaders of the educational things prevails, and the inte nding midwife 
world ncluding the President of the Board of candidate finds it dificult to make a choice fre 
Educatior the Marquis of Londonderry Dr the many excellent manuals prepared for the m« 
Ma ith, pr st of Queens olle cre Oxford, the educated nurses. To those in doubt we can c 
pri als of Girton, Somerville, and the North fidently recommend Dr. Jellett’s Short Pract 
L, lon Collegiate School, and the whole of the f Midwifery rhe paper, printing, and bind 
frown Council of Cheltenhan Among the ‘‘ old are all of the best, points not to be despised 8 
girls who had come to do honour to the vener book that may be studied in spare moments « 
ible principal, were the head-mistresses of twenty | night duty, while we do not remember ever see 
mportant schools, the first lady doctor to tak such a lavish use of illustrations in a work of 
her deg and many others occupying prominent kind Many of these are quite novel, and elu 
positions in the world of women Part of the date the writer’s meaning considerably, and 
programme was the presentation to the college of | this the illustration, on page 148, of the indiré 
1 bust of Miss Beale, which was exhibited in last method of perineal support is a forcible examplk 
vear's Academy, and in recognition of her work Che scientific treatment of the third stage 
ul Ur ersity of Edinburch have conferred on labour 1s inusually fully given, removing Ol 
ner tl hor orary degree of LL.D In her ve ry for all anv difficulty arising from ignorance ol 
i ting sp ech, Miss Beale sa d she attributed xact locality of the placenta at any given ti 
the ss of the ollege to the fact that they We might. however, suggest that a third ligat 
lid ase education on science only, but largely two inches from the lower one should be app! 
n tl humanities ind that all that was ré or the cord be excised an inch from the up} 
pre tat of tl word culture was spec ally ligat ire tor reasons ot cleanliness. 
al ied t Ten pages with seven illustrations are devot 
to the subject of abdominal palpation, and 
O)» tl ry important posts now open to | prove of the greatest assistance to anyone beg 
vomen | en given to Miss Caroline Graveson. ning to learn this now popular method of 
B \., who | as been appointed Vice-Principal and amination, though she must be prepared to rea 
MISt? ; iethod at ti County Couneil (for that it is not so easy as il looks. 
neriyv the Goldsmiths raining ( ollege at New Ly Jellett is one who utterly condemns t 
: ru vest institutions of its kind Th soft rubber catheter on account of the difficu 
l irian ( rch has alre idy a lady preacher, and ot « wnsing, but from the patient s point 
vt Congregational Church has ippointed view, it is so much less unpleasant than a meé 
dy to be assistant minister at Leek ox wome! one, that it may be worth mentioning that it 
rs have been appointed to work in the drawing | be well boiled many times without detriment, : 
. tham dockyard, and six to the offic if a new one is provided for each patient 
tol Yard, with a woman overseer in each should certainly consider it preferabl 
posts ha ot been pr USslY Opel By means of the appendix, there are 
" emergel es in obstetric work for which a m 
will not be, in some measure, prepared It 
\ \REER tha fers Wo many wome}! however, rather remarkable that we can find 
Russia is that of dispense: They | mention of any of the methods of transfus 
irted this work in 1885, and to-day mor the occasion for which emergency may arise 
" thousand women find Inpioyment in it ny tin while the far rarer operatior s of hys 
' re mostly occupied untry dispensaries ectomy, symphysiotomy, 4 are dealt with. 
Ww! mh has nad ery mat as cess, and We notice that a gurm-elastic catheter 1s n 
! - \ gin 1 solely DV wome! Ss I mt tioned is among the nec ssary contents oOo 
De rs i Er raged DY the nera Success nurse 8s Dag, but we should have thought tha 
t Wor ’ school of pharmacy} r women has | nu might easily do as much harm as good 
tt I pened under the patronage of the cati erising an infant Ss larynx 
: Duchess Anastasia These at howeve} only minor points, 
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consider the book admirable- quite fulfilling 
bject for which it is written. 


ro FEED AND CLOTHE AN INFANT A 
pamphlet for mothers ld. each, or 5s. per 
100, from Miss J. Smeeton, Tehidy, Cam- 
borne, Cornwall. 

s is an excellent leaflet for distribution by 
s and other workers to ignorant mothers 


rly written and clearly printed instructions 
iven on food, clothing, fresh air, and clean- 
The black type, in which important 
ts are printed, is very practical, and if this 
phlet were put into every home, the deaths of 
ted and ill-fed infants would far 
rent 


be less 





NOTES FOR MIDWIVES 
opening by H.R.H. Princess Christian of Miss 
Gregory's Home for Mothers and Babies at Wool 
has been an interesting event of the past week. It 
simple and informal little ceremony, but the home 
rammed with visitors, and everything went off as 


HE 





sfully as possible { service of dediéation took 
first, conducted by the Vicar of Woolwich, the 
ing being given by Dean Gregory. The home is being 
ed upon unique lines, Miss Gregory's idea being to 
»te the higher training of midwives, and to devote 
hospital to training only women of education, who 
had at least a year’s training in general nursing in 
wards of an approved hospital, and who intend to 
t themselves to district midwifery. Dr. Culling 
th drew special attention to this fact in his address 
1e Princess. He said the institution was the begin 
of the realisation of a high ideal, an ideal which 
ppealed from the first very strongly to him. It 
| benefit both the immediate neighbourhood, and, as 
ining-school, the country at large Our’ lvying-in 
ils are lamentably small and lamentably few, a 
mly to be remedied by private enterprise in this 
try where it is hopeless to look to the State for 
In Mi Gregor cheme the defects at present 
! he training of midwive the shortnes of 
1, the bsence of general nursing training in 
) d the want of an rganisation to keep pupil 
ith their tr VI | fter thev leave vill 
D ( ir ! inted if } t} 
i " iW pita 
I n ‘ ny} pl l 
e )} ] > , el. but hose 
ne ou t n 
n ' unti 
! } ! é ! 
i 
} 
| 
T “Al (ire 
en 
| ef ‘ | 1 d 
int T l 
] t free fY 
he | ] bed each 
nt he t a 








most attractive, and the sterilisers, dressing trays, and 
tables are of the most aseptic description in glass and 
metal. The mothers and babies of Woolwich are much to 
be congratulated upon the advantages which will be theirs 
in future 

[ue new midwifery wards at the London Hospital are 
expe ted to be complete very shortly It will be a great 
addition to the usefulness oi this great hospital Vv hen the 
Marie Celeste Wards are re idy for use thougt it 1 


that midwives who are 
practice in the 


entirely appreciate 


trying to keep up a 
neighbourhood ot W hitechapel will not 
the extra competition which will follow 


possible 


on a larger supply of district midwives. There are many 
charities in that part of London, and it will probably 
end in those midwives that practise on their own account 
having to seek pastures new But, from a wider point of 
view, it is an excellent thing for each great hospital to have 
its own maternity department. Henceforth “ Londoners 
will be able to obtain their training in lwifery at thei 
old school, partly in the wards und partl im t! district 
ANOTHER class is about to be formed for midwive in 
bond fide practice, and others, under the London County 
Council, in South London, for the benefit of those worl 
ing in the regions of Bermondsey, Southwark, and 
Deptford Particulars as to date, hour, lecturer, & in 


be had from Miss 
moting Training and 
Dean Farrar Street, 


| 
Gill, Secret 


ry Association for P 


Supply of Midwives, Dacre House 


We 


tininstler 


[He decision of the Central Midwive Board t alter 


their already announced arrangements for holding examina 


tions three times a year, by increasing the number to four 
nnually, has been productive of a vast amount of incon 
venience to the lying-in hospital ind = trainin home 
Vacancies are filled up many 1 in advance, and the 
planning of relays of pupils is a serious affair, involving 
much pre-arrangement The change of programme means 
an entire re-organisation of work, which has entailed much 
trouble upon matrons and superintendent necessitating 
the preparation and printin ‘of fresh notice ind a 
general post in the filling up of vacancié the difficul 
ies of which only the heads of such institution in fully 


ppreciate 
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Nurse Shepley in her work among the sick poor of the 





ge The f t that he had paid 5,143 sits C108 
ipo! nine it i lay vave some rk done 
and { se e¢ da of rest were this would 
r twe isit 
ras nu report of the West Bromwica DtstTrRi 
4 5 hows no diminution in the wor 
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é \l luna were needed to 
! i n the wo! LOT l] 
I"; 1) 4 j s Disrrier Nurs ASSOCIATION 
g on the 9th inst The work 
m steadily and satisfactorily, and was 
ppre ted bv the patients The number of visits 
, | f The b nee sheet showed a balance i 
} 4 } Mi he Dennisor s re-elected 
} 
I Dr. Wat pre g at Sefton Park Churcl 
| e Lord Mayor of Li por on the duties of 
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\ QveeEN’s nurse, whose work lies in a distant island 


n s graphi account of her daily life to Nur 


[he Lighthouse boat that brought the mails bef 
ymes every three months now, so we have had 
lepend on a smack all winter, and it was 
venture \ 


sometime 











I weeks before she coul 

native ire busy it their gardens now, they all have 
rofts, and that along with their fishing 1s their me 
of living There are no really poor here such as e |! 
in town The two things have to fight most for 
fresh air 1 soap and iter, but I generally get 
ywn way in the end after I have spent some time i 
plaining to them. I had three confinements, and | | 
more ming on They are the worst to deal with, 

W en h been awfully neglected Fancy then 
d ging i orking on the econd and third d \ ! 
don't understand why I a1 o strict about keeping 
in bed for ten day s. but as these patients have beer 
mucl ronger than ever they were after a confin 
they are be to see through it a bit. I had a 
ti at tw of these cases one case was a morbid 
herent placenta which gave me a lot of anxiety, but 


patient made a good recovery [he other was a case 
twins, one with a brow presentation which stuck in 
pelvis, and I had some difficulty in getting it free 
made into a Tace, but I managed it; the other w 
breech, and only one placenta. She had uterine ine 
and hemorrhage, but she got on nicely. I was an 
at this case at a remark I heard among the women in 
kitchen hey thought ‘it was nae winner nurse had 
wee hands, as they did not get a chance to grow, 
washed them ower often.” They thought I was too lib 
with the water, as we have all to carry the water f 
the springs. When they send for you, no matter ho 
they are, they ask you if you are ‘feart.’ If you 
Oh, no,’ then it is all right. They think if nurs 
not frightened then they need not be. They place im 
, 


trust in you, na ometimes you have an anxious 


of it I like the place very well and also the peor 


It has been a very bad winter, the old folk say it has been 


the worst for nearly thirty years, but we are lo 


orward to a nice summer Che Laird’s wife asked 1 
start a Girls’ Friendly Society, so I generally ha 
meeting once a week; the girls seem to enjoy it, ar 
give ther few hints on cooking and hygiene.” 





HOSPITAL NURSING NEWs 





LA e Royat Berksurre Hosrrrar sta 
i nen league for supplying the garments, line: 
blar ed by the patients. At the first annual me 
embes 1} 
r 4 
l Ipt ) 
I blar 
: it h 
nd Mi Gi 
f rules to ) 





Fourteen beds and more adequate accommodatio1 
staff have been added during the past 
to the Navronat Sanatortum ror Consumption, Bort 
x 300 patients have been treated during 

, that the institution was open. U1 
tunately, there is a debt of £1,500 


Founpers’ Day at the Middlesex Hospital last Mor 


s fairly well attended, and the visitors were t 
und the prettily decorated wards before leaving 
Archdeacon of London preached an interesting ser 
in tl hapel, praising the courage and devotion of 
doctors and students. He did not. however, mentior 
1alls ourageous devotion of the nursing staff 
r of St. Andrew’s, Wells-street. gave some ex 
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POOR LAW NURSING NEWS 


those interested in the efforts made to raise the 
urd of Poor Law Nursing will be glad to know that 
hairman of the INFIRMARY, at the recent 
prize-giving, expressed the hope that in future at 
nstitution there annual examinations 
lectures are given to the staff 


SALOP 


would be 
also to be 


~ hi 





REGISTRATION NEWS 
Thursday, May 11th, and ag 
ttee of the House of Commons, 
ng the question of registration, took important evi 

On the former day Mrs. Bedford Fenwick 
1e establishment of a Central Nursing Board 
power to define the standard which a woman should 
before describing herself as a trained nurse. Under 
xisting system there was a dead level of mediocrity, 
: appointed to the 


ain last Tuesday, the 
who are con 


- t Commi 


spoke 





women were not 
st posts in registration of 
s would prevent many scandals. Miss Laura L Dock 
ied that in the United States registration had raised 
irsing standard. On Tuesday last Sir James Crichton 
gave evidence strongly in favour of registration 
He thought the higher the training, the more careful the 
would be to act under the doctor's orders Regis- 
m would keep out the ignorant, stupid, and incom 

nt nurse. ‘ 


tne best always 


hospitals Moreover 


| ne 


1£ Borough Council of Marylebone has decided to sup- 
the Nurses’ Registration Bill, and gives as its reason 
that at present nursemaids occasionally masquerade in 
es’ dresses, and that persons are constantly acting as 

s who have not had the necessary training and ex- 

nce. 

Ay association for promoting the State Registration of 
\urses brought into being last Tuesday at Londonderry 
House through the efforts of Lady Helen Munro Ferguson. 
meeting, Miss Isla Stewart emphasised the 
that there was no standard and no method, and that 

al training. for which it is proposed that a State 
ate should be given, was the chief point. She saw 
fliculty in taki off the register, if necessary, 
lone in the case of medical men. Miss Hughes showed 
registration would not entail any hardship upon cot 
midwives, who would still continue to 
field for which they were trained. Mr 
his belief that nurses, as a body, were in 
registration, but that matron f any 
tion from their powers, were divided on the 
ttributed the demands made by a trained nurse in 
households to her fear of losing prestige with the 
nts. The stamp of registration would secure her 
recognition. He objected to a nurse’s training being 
ed in one hospital or under one matron, and said that 
t nately the best hospitals, the best doctors, and the 
atrons were not always to be found in London. 


was 


\ he 


f a nurse 


nurses and 

in the 
e stated 
r of fearful of 


Ss hiec 
subdje t 





GENERAL NURSING NEWS 
Friday was the eighty-fifth birthday of Miss 
e Nightingale, and Mrs. Sarah Tooley, writing in 
Jnily Chronicle, “No able to 
to correspondence, and she only receives intimate 
Neither is she able to give those recommenda 
to the working of the Nightingale Home and 
T ng School at St. Thomas’s Hospital which she re 
to herself when she handed the nation’s munificent 
recognition of her heroic services to trustees for 
lowment of the scheme. But she follows the pro- 
gr f the work, and hears with pleasure of the ever 
ng popularity of the nursing profession with women 


Says : longer is she 


€ mbers of the 


ASSOCIATION re 
a lecture on Egypt by 


IntsH Nurses’ 
id the privilege of hearing 
S lrew Reid, K.C.B 





Tue sisters of the Norwood Nursing Division of 5t. 
John’s Ambulance Association gave a display of bandag 
ing at the distribution of certificates recently held at the 
Crystal Palace. 


PRESENTATIONS 

Cuecsea Hospira, roR WomMeEN 
nesday evening, May 10th, of a happy meeting 
The occasion was the present tion to 
Dr. Victor Bonney of a iny bureau from the 
matron and nursing staff in anticipation of his approach 
ing marriage rhe gave a short but pirited 
unde the direction of Mis l lorence 





Wed 


ot present 


was the scene on 


and past workers 
mah 


nurses 


Little concert, 
Christie, who herself sang three son very beautifully 
Miss Sasse and Miss Hesse very kindly me » hel; 
with pianoforte solos and recitation h wer 
appreciated 

‘Tne address recently presented to Miss J. Blower, late 
matron of the Ardwick and Ancoats District Nurse 
Home, was, we are informed, signed by over sixty medi 
men practising in the district 





APPOINTMENTS 

Bath Royal United Hospital —Miss Maude M. Butt 
has been appointed night superintendent. She was trained 
at the R. Hants County Hospital, Winchester, and was 
private nurse there for one year, and afterwards staff nurse 
at the New Hospital for Women, and did holiday duty as 
matron at the Farnham Isolation Hospital. She holds the 
City of London Lying-in Hospital Certificate for Mid- 
wifery, as well as that of the Central Midwives’ Board, and 
that of the British Gynecological Society. 

Boys’ Home, Banstead.—Miss Margaret Gibb has 
been appointed ‘charge nurse.” She was trained for 
three years at the Children’s Hospital, Shadwell, and has 
since been doing private nursing 






Camberwell House Asylum.— Miss Ada Davis Brunt 
has been appointed as superintendent-nurse. She was 
trained in the Durham County Asylum, and subsequently 
in the General Hospital, Tunbridge Wells, and has fo 


the past three and a half years been superintendent-nurss 


at the Alnwick Infirmary. 


Clayton Vaile Hospital, Manchester.—\iss A. G 
Lett has been appointed staff nurs: She was trained at 
St. Luke’s Hospital, Halifax, and at the Isolation 
Hospital, Eastham 

“Clevedon Cottage Hospital, Somerset.—\iss Fflie 
Dobbell has been appointed matron, and Mi Melit 
Large, staff nurse. Miss Dobbell was tr d at the Kent 


and Canterbury Hospital, and has since been staff nurse 
at Fulham Infirmary, charge nurse at Park Hospital 
Lewisham; head nurse at Mylands Hospital, Colchester ; 
matron of Cheriton Isolation Hospital 
deputy-matron of Hanwell Cottage Hospital Miss Largs 


Folkestone nd 


was trained at Dorset County Hospital, and has since 
been staff nurse at Park Hospital, Lewisham; staff nurs 
at My inds Hospital, Colchester; and charge nur at 
Cheriton Isolation Ho pital, Folkestone 

Hammersmith Infirmary.—Miss C. Beattie, of the 


Poplar Union, has been appointed ward sister. She was 
trained at Edinburgh Royal Infirmary, and has been night 
superintendent at Stepney Infirmary 

“Eston Hospital, Yorkshire.— Miss Eveline Hannon 
has been appointed sister. She was trained at the Royal 
Hospital, Devonport, and has since been night charge 
nurse at Friedenheim Hospital, Swiss Cottage, London 
and temporary sister in charge at the Isolation Hospital, 
Wimbledon. 

Kettering General Hospital.—\iss Maud Bennington, 
of Leicester, has been appointed assistant nurse. She was 
trained at the City of Nottingham Isolation Hospital, 
Bagthorpe. 

* Paignton Cottage Hospital.— Miss Alice D. 


srierley 


has been appointed matron. She was trained at Guy's 
Hospital, London, and the Greek Hospital, Alexandria, 
and has since been matron of the Tetbury Cottage 
Hospital, and the West Highland Cottage Hospital, Oban. 

Queen Alexandra’s imperial Military Nursing 
Service.—The following ladies have received appoint 


ments as staff nurses :—Miss E. C 


Macpherson, Miss A 
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